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WASHINGTON POST SUNDAY DECEMBER 9,1973
BY JDSEPH KRAFY

THE PATHOS OF EUROPE

BRUSSELS="THE PATHOS OF EUROPEs» A SENIOR AMERICAN OFFICIAL EXCLAIMED

AS THE YEAR~END MEETING OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC ALLIES BEGAN HERE

IN BRUSSELS. THAT TRAGICs ALMOST TWILIGHT NOTE DOES INDEED EXPRESS

~ THE TONE OF RELATIONS BETWFEN THE UNITED STATES AND ITS LEAD!NG
EUROPEAN FRIENDS.

FOR THERE 1S NOW AN QOPPORTUNITY Tn MOVE FROM BACKBITING OF
DACTRINAL DEBATE TO COOPERATION IN SOLVING TH CUTE MUTUAL PROBLEM
OF ENERGY. BUT THE 0ODDS ARE THAT THE OPPORTUNITY WILL BE MISSEDs» AND
MAYBE MISSED FDREVER: BECAUSE OF POLITICAL WEAKNESS HERE ANn IN
WASHINGTON.

THE OPPORTUNITY 1S VERY CLEAR, FOR THE PAST DOZEN YEARS THE BALEFUL
SPIRIT DF GEN, DE GAULLE HAS IMPDSED UPDN TRANSATLANTIC RELATIONS
AN INVIDIOUS POLEMIC, THAT UGLY SPIRIT HAS ANIMATED ALL RECENT
DISPUTES ABDUT NUCLEAR WEAPONSs SHARING THE BURDEN OF DEFENSE
CnNSTSs» FAIR TRADING TERMS AND MONETARY REFQORM,

THESE PETTY DISPUTES THRIVED IN THE PAST DECADE AS A LUXURY AFFORDED
BY THE ABSENCE OF TRULY GRAVE PROBLEMS. BUT NOW THE EURGPEANS AND
NORTH AMERICANS ARE BOTH BURDENED BY THE ENERGY SHORTAGE.

THE PROBLEM 1S PARTICULARLY GRAVE HERE BECAUSE THE EUROPEANS ARE
SO DEPENDENT UPON ARAB OIL, THWHE DUTCH» WHD HAVE MADE NO SECRET OF
THEIR SYMPATHY FOR. ISRAEL» HAVE BEEN CUT OFF FROM ARAB SHIPMENTS
ALTOGETHER, THE WEST GERMANS» HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON THE GREAT

ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
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NOMIC DISASTER. EVEN HERE IN BELGIUM: AND IN SUCH RELATIVE&Y FAVORED
CNUNTRIES AS BRITAIN AND FRANCE, THE LIGHTS ARE GOING 0OUTs THERE
ARE RESTRICTIONS ON DRIVING AND UNEMPLOYMENT IS BEGINNING T SHONW,

MUTUAL EFFORT BY THE ATLANTIC COUNTRIES COULD PLAINLY EASE THESE
BURDENS ENORMOUSLY. IF NOTHING ELSEs ‘A POOLING OF RESEARCH EFFORTS
CAULD CONSIDERABLY SPEED THE DAy WHEN EURDPEANS AND AMERICANS
COULD BRING INTD PLAY NEW SOURCES OF ENERGY SUCH AS GASIFIgEp

CAAL DR SHALE DR NUCLEAR POWER, IN ARGUING WITH THE ARABS EvEN
NOWs MOREOVERs A JOINT STAND BY THE CONSUMER COUNTRIES WOULnp BE
FAR MORE EFFECTIVE THAN THE INDIVIDUAL RUSH TO SURRENDER WHICH

AT PRESENT CHARACTERIZES THE EURDPEANS“IN PARTICULAR THE BRITISH
AND THE FRENCH,

BUT TWD MALADIES PDISDN THE POSSIBILITIES. THE EUROPEANSs UNDER THE
SPELL DF FRENCH LEADERSHIP AND GAULLIST DOCTRINEs STILL HAVE A THING
ABDUT THE UNITED STATES AS A MALEVOLENT SUPERPOWER. DURING THE LAST
WAR IN THE MIDEASTs THE FRENCH AND THE BRITISH ESPECIALLYs AND THE
GERMANS TO A LESSER EXTENT, PUT OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF HELPING :
TA€ UNITED STATES OFFSET WHAT LOOKED LIKE A BIG SOVIET GRABR FOR POWER
IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. THEY ALSD CHOSE TO DIVORCE THEMSELVES
FrROM THE UNITED STATES ON ENERGYs THE BETTER TD APPEAL 10 THE

ARAB OIL~PRODUCERS.

ON THE AMERICAN SIDE, THERE IS A SHARP DIVISION OF AIMS. DF A HIGHMLY
PERSONAL NATURE. SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY GEORGE SHULTZs wHO WANTS
T MAINTAIN CURRENCY EXCHANGE RATES WHICH ARE SO FAVDRABLE TO
AMERICAN EXPORTSs HAS BEEN CURRING FAVOR WITH THE LEADING EURDPEAN
FINANCE MINISTERS,., SECRETARY NF DEFENSE JAMES SCLESINGER HAS. BEEN
ENCOURAGING THE EURDPEANS TO GET'ON WITH THE JOB OF QRGANIZING

A MDRE CDNVENTIUNAL FORCE.

AND SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER HAS A PERSUNAL STAKE AN
WRINGING FROM THE EUROPEANS THE DECLARATIONS OF ATLANTIC PR!NﬁIPLES
WHICH HE CALLED FOR IN HIS APRIL SPEECH PROPOSING A NEW ATLANTIC
CHARTER, HE HAS ALSO COMMITYED HIS FULL PRESTIGE TD A SETTLEMENT

IN THE MIDEAST.

NOW HE IS LASHING ouT PRIVATELY AND PUBLICLY AT EURDPEAN RELUCTANCE
T HELP HIM IN THE MIDEAST AND TO BE FORTHCOMING WITH A RINGING
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. HE WAS SO FURIQUS WHEN PRIME MINISTER
EDWARD HEATH 0OF GREAT BRITAIN REBUTTED SOME OF HIS CRITICISMS IN

A MILO AND INDIRECT. WAY THAT HE ALMOST CALLED DFF A MAJDR SPEECM
SCHEDULED FOR LONDON THls WEDNEsnaY.

ALL THIS PETTY BICKERING CNULD NOW BE SUBORDINATED TO THE LARGER
CHALLENGE 0OF THE ENERGY CRiSIS. My STRONG IMPRESSION 1S THAT THE
EURNPEAN PUBLIC» LIKE THE AMERICAN PUBLIC, WOULD RESPOND VIGOROUSLY

T A CALL FOR GENEROUS SACRIFICE. DRe KISSINGERs WITH HIS vaST
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REPUTATIONs MIGHT WELL MOBILIZE THE EUROPEAN PUBLIC TO PUSH THEIR
GOVERNMENTS TO LESS IGNOBLE POSITIONSs BUT SO FAR THERE HAS BEEN NO
STGN FRNOM DR, KISSINGER 0OF SUCH A LARGE PURPOSE, WHICH IS WHY THE
SPIRIT MERE IN EUROPE IS Sn MELANCHOLY.

STAR-NEWS SUNDAY DECEMBER g 1973

WHY THE WHITE HOUSE CREATED A PLUMBERS TEAM
BY SEYMOUR M, HERSH

(THIS IS THE FIRST OF A SERIES OF ARTICLES ON THE WHITE HOUSE
WOLUMBERS ")

FOR MONTHSs PRESIDENT NIXDN HAS BEEN CITING NATIONAL SECURITY AS THE
REASON FOR AUTHORIZING ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SECRET WHMITE HOUSE
INVESTIGATION UNIT KNOWN AS THE “PLUMBERS™ AND AS JUSTIFICATION FOR
RESTRICTING SOME ASPECTS Ur THE WATERGATE INQUIRY,

THE' PRESIDENT HAS NEVER GIVEN ANY DETAILS OF HIS NATlDNAL SECURITY
CMNCERNSs NOTING THAT THEY WERE "HIGHLY SENSITIVE® MATTERS

INTERVIEWS (OVER. THE: LAST MONTH WITH DOZENS OF PAST AND PQESENT
ADM!N!STRATIHN OFFICLALS, “INCLUDING MEN WHD WERE CLOSELY INVOLVED
WITH THE PLUMBERSs HAVE DISCLOSED THAT AT LEAST TWO PRINCIpatL
NATIONAL SECURITY FEARSs NEITHER 0OF WHICH HAS EVER BEEN SUBSTANTIATED;
MATIVATED THE PRESIDENT.

ONE FEAR-PROVOKED IN PARTs SOME SDURCES SAINs BY HENRY A, KISSINGERS
THEN THE PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER=WAS THAT DANIEL
ELLSBERG MIGHT PASS ON TO THE SOVIET UNION NUCLEAR DEFENSE AND ‘DTHER
SECRETS FAR MORE IMPORTANT THAN ANY INFORMATION CONTAINED N THE
PENTAGON PAPERSs A PENTAGON STUDY OF UNITED STATES INVOLVEMENT

IN THE VIETNAM WARs WHICH HE LEAKED TO THE PRESS.

THE SECOND MAJOR CONCERN WAS THAT A RUSSTIAN KGB AGENT WHp WAS
SERVING AS AN AMERICAN COUNTERSPY MIGHT BE JEDPARDIZED.

THE ADMINISTRATION THOUGHTs THE SOURCES SAIDs THAT ANY EXTENSIVE
INVESTIGATION BY THE WATERGATE PRNSECUTORS OR THE SPECIAL SENATE
 WATERGATE COMMITTEE WOULD DIVULGE DEFENSE SECRETS THAT ELLSRERG

POSSESSEDs EXPOSE THE SOVIET SPY AND ENDANGER COMMUNICATIONS AND
ESPIDNAGE SECRETS.

OFFICTALS INTERVIEWED DISAGREEND SHARPLY NVER THE LEGITIMACY OF
THESE FEARS AND OTHER NATINNAL SECRETS THAT THE PRESIDENT HaS SAID
HE WAS TRYING TO PROTECT IN 1971 BY BYPASSING THE PDLICE AGENCIES
IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO SET UP THE PLUMBERS» AND BY INSISTING

THIS SPRING=AT THE HEIGHT iF THE WATERGATE CONTROVERSY~THAT THE
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT STOP ITS INQUIRY INTO THE PLUMBERS. '

A NUMBER NF WELL~IN=FORMED PERSONS» SOME 0OF THEM WITH LONG
CAREERS IN INTELLIGENCEs QUESTIONED WHETHER THE PRESIDENT'S CONCERN
JUSTIFIED ESTABLISHING THE PLUMBERSs AND WHETHER HIS LATER INVOKING
OF NATIONAL SECURITY WAS PART OF THE WATERGATE COVER=UP,.
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WHY THE WHITE HOUSE CREATED A PLUMBERS TEAM
BY SEYMOUR M, HERSH (CONTINUED)

THEY NOTED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION: HAD FAILED TO DEVELOP ANY
EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE BELIEF THAT ELLSBERG HAD EVER EVEN cBNSlDER&D
PASSING ANY INFORMATION TO A FOREIGN PUWER, THESE SOURCES AL SD
POINTED OUT THAT THE KGB AGENT»> WHOSE EXISTENCE 1S ONE OF ‘THE
FRI'S MOST CLOSELY GUARDED SECRETSs HAS LONG BEEN CONSIDERED ,
~ DF DUBINUS LOYALTY AND VALUE BY CHUNTER!NTELLIGENCE EXPERTS IN THE

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY.

LAST MAY THE TIMES REPORTED THAT THE ORIGINAk HATERG&IE PRO=
SECUTORS HAD CONCLUDED THAT THE WHITE HDUSE HAD PARTICIPATED IN
COVERING UP THE JUNE 1972 WATERGATE BREAK=IN NOT ONLY FOR POLITICAL
REASONS BUT ALSD TO INSURE THAT E, HOWARD HUNT JR, AND G, GNRDDON
LIONYs TWO MEMBERS 0OF THE WATERGATE BREAK=IN TEAMs KEPT STLENT
ARDUT THEIR RNOLE IN THE PLUMBERS.

THE SUBSEQUENT SPECIAL WATERGATE INVESTIGATORS DISAGREED,

UPON BEING TOLD SOME OF THE SPECIFICS BEHIND THE ADMINISTRATION'S
CONCERN OVER NATIONAL SECURITY.

ARCHIBALD COXs THEN SPECIAL PROSECUTORs WAS APPARENTLY . PERSUADED
T DELAY PLANS FOR INDICTMENTS TD FDRESTALL POSSIBLE SUBPOENAS :
- DF GDVERNMENT SECRETS RY DEFENDANTS.

ON THE QOTHER HANDs THE NEW SPECIAL PRBSECUTDR: LEON JANDRSKIs
TOLD A SENATE HEARING LAST MONTH THAT NONE OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY
INFORMATION -PRESENTED TO HIM THUS FAR WOULD PRECLUDE BRINGING INDICT>
MENTS.

AND LATE LAST MONTHs EGIL KROGH JR.» A CO-DIRECTOR OF THE .
PLUMBERS, PLEADED GUILTY Tn A CRIMINAL CHARGE IN CONNECTION WITH THE
BURGLARY OF THE OFFICE OF ELLSBERG'S PSYCHIATRIST AND SAIO THAT
"IN CONSCIENCEs" HE COULD NO LONGER ASSERT NATIDNAL SECURlTv AS
A DEFENSE,
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THE wHITE HOUSE DID NOT CDMMENT IMMEDIATELY ON THE TIMES
DISCLOSURES YESTERDAY AND WISSINGER, THROUGH A SPOKESMANs SAID HE
WRULD STAND 0ON WIS PREVIOUS DEN!ALS OF ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE
PLUMBERS.

AMDNG THE MAJOR FINDINGS FROM THE INTERVIEWS WERE THESE:

.1, THERE WAS A SUSPIClDNnNEVER PROVED=IN THE WHITE HOUSE THAT
- ELLSBERGs A FORMER RAND CORP. AND DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS

MAY HAVE BEEN A SOVIET INTELLIGENCE AGENT WHD, IN THE WEEKS AFTER

CPUBLICATION OF THE PENTAGON PAPERS IN JUNE 1971 COULD HAVE. TURNED

OVER DETAILS OF THE UNITED STATES' MDST CLOSELY HELD NUCLEAR
TARGETING SECRETS. .

2, THERE WAS A CONCERN THAT A HIGHLY PLACED, SUVIET AGENT OF THE KGB:
THE SOVIET INTELLIGENCE AGENCY» OPERATING AS AN INFORMER FDR T
UNITED STATESs WOULD BE COMPROMISED BY CONTINUED INQUIRY INTO THE
ELLSBERG CASE, THIS AGENT INFDRMED HIS FBI CONTACTS THAT A SET

OF THE PENTAGON PAPERS HAD BEEN DELIVERED TN THE SOVIET EMBASSY

IN WASHINGTON SHORTLY AFTER A FEDERAL COURT HAD DRDERED THE TIMES

T STOP PRINTING ITS SERIES OF ARTICLES ON THE PENTAGON PAPERS. -

3, KISSINGER PLAYED A FAR w(ORE CRITICAL ROLE THAN PUBLICLY KNOWN
IN THE WHITE HOUSE DECISION TD BEGIN AN EXTENSIVE INQUIRY INTO

THE BACKGROUND OF ELLSBERG ANDs ULTIMATELY, TD SET UP THE PLUMBERS
OPERATINNS. KISSINGER HAD REPEATEDLY DENIED KNOWING AT THE TIME
EVEN 0OF THE EXISTENCE 0OF THE GRNUPs WHICH INCLUDED DAVID R, vuuﬂa
JR.s» DONE DOF WIS NATIONAL "SECURITY COUNCIL ATODES.

4, A PARAGRAPH THAT WAS DELETED FROM AN AUG, 11s 1971» FLUMBERS
MEMORANDUM MADE PUBLIC LAST SUMMER BY THE SENATE WATERGATE ¢OM~ .
MITTEE CONCERNED A WHLTE HOUSE REQUEST THAT BRITISH INYELLIGENCE
ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE WHETHER ELLSBERG HAD ANY CONTACT WITH THE K@G8.
WHILE ATTENDING CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY IN THE EARLY 19508 INvESVi~
GATORS BELIEVE THE REQUEST WAS APPROVED BUT NO DERUGATORY EvVIe
DENCE ABOUT ELLSBERG WAS ORTAINED, THE SENATE ACCEEDED TO A WHITE
HNUSE PLEA DF NATIDNAL SECURITY, AND THE MEMURANOUH uAs Sussﬁw
QUENTLY RELEASED WITH A ELANKED-DUT SPACE.

5, SOME WHITE HOUSE UFFICiALS, INCLUDING THE PLUHBERS: BEL!&VﬁD
THAT A HIGHLY PLACED CIA INFORMER IN THE INDIAN GOMERNMENT WAS
COMPROMISED BY A TIMES DISPATCH PUBLISHED ON AUGs 13, 1971,

6. SOME PLUMBERSs NOTABLY YOUNG, BELIEVED THAT A HIGHLY CLASSPe
FIED NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY INTERCE_PT!DN NPERATION INVOLVING A
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SATELLITE CAPABLE OF PICKING UP RADIU~TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS OF
SOVIET LEADERS HAD BEEN COMPROMISED BY INFORMATION CONTAINED IN

THE PENTAGON PAPERS BUT NOT PUBLISHED BY THE TIMES. NO EVIDENCE

HAS BEEN PRODUCED TO SUBSTANTIATE THIS BELIEFs INFORMED SOURCES

Saln.

7. THE PLUMBERSs CONTRARY TO WHITE HOUSE ASSURANCESs REPORTEDLY
PARTICIPATED IN AT LEAST ONE AS YET UNDISCLOSED OPERATION IN LATE
1971s SHORTLY AFTER PUBLICATION OF SECRET WHITE HOUSE DOCUMENTS
" ON THE INDIA=PAKISTAN WAR BY COLUMNIST JACK ANDERSON, THAT INVES~
TIGATIONs DIRECTED BY JOHN D, EHRLICHMANs THEN NIXON'S ODMESTIC
ANVISER, AND YOUNG» INVOLVED WIRETAPPINGs ALTHOUGH IT COULD NOT

BE LEARNED HOW MANY TAPS. WERE INSTALLED OR WHD WAS TAPPED.,

. TWE INTERVIEWS PRODUCED A CONSENSUS THAT IT WAS THE HIGHLY
CLASSIFIED KNDOWLEDGE POSSESSED BY ELLSBERG HIMSELF=AND NQT
PUBLICATION NOF THE T0P SECRET PENTAGON PAPERS-THAT MOST SIGNlFI*
CANTLY ALARMED NIXON AND KISSINGER.

' NIXON HAS CITED NATIONAL SECURITY AS JUSTIFICATION NOT onLY FOR
THE ORIGINAL DECISION TD-SET UP THE PLUMBERS DPERATION BUT ALSD AS
CAUSE FOR HIS INITIAL RELUCTANCE LAST APRIL TD PERMIT DETAILS

OF THE BREAK=IN AT ELLSBERG!S PSYCHIATRIST!S NFFICES TO BE
FORWARDED TO THE CALIFORNIA FEDERAL COURT WHERE ELLSBERG WAS ON
TRIAL FOR THEFT DOF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AND UNAUTHORIZED PDSSESSIDN
DF NATIONAL DEFENSE MATERIALS. THAT CASE WAS SUBSEQUENTLV DISMISSED
By FEDERAL JUDGE MATTHEW BYRNE JR,

FORMER HIGH WHITE HDUSE OFEICIALS WHD WERE INVOLYVED IN SOME OF
THE KEY DECISIONS MADE IN THE DAYS AFTER PUBLICATION OF THE PEN~
TAGON PAPERS ACKNOWLEDGED IN INTERVIEWS THAT ALL THE NAT!DNAL
SECURITY CONCERNS THEN BELIEVED Tn BE AT STAKE HAVE NOT BEEN
ESTABLISHED., BUT THEY ARGUED NONETHELESS THAT THE WHITE HOUSE.
TRULY BELIEVED THAT THE PENTAGON PAPERS AND LATER NEHSPAPER LEAKS
PNSED UNPRECEDENTED PROBLEMS.

THE PUBLICATION OF THE PENTAGON PAPERS. CAME WITH NO AQVANCE
WARNING, THE SOURCES RECALLEDs AND AT A TIME WHEN KISSINGER WAS
INVOLVED IN SECRET NEGOTIATIONS WITH THREE CDUNTRIES-CHINA, THE
SOVIET UNION AND NORTH VIETNAM.

WHEN THE PENTAGON PAPERS WERE PUBLISHED, THE SOURCES SAlps
NIXON WAS EXTREMELY DISTRESSEDs BUT NO MORE SO THAN HIS CHIEF
FOREIGN ADVISER. "HENRY WAS LITERALLY CLIMBING THE WALLSa»" nNE
WHITE HQOUSE INSIDER SAID.

END OF TEXT
800
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